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Dr. Nancy J. Uscher

Dean of the College of Fine Arts

Nancy J. Uscher is Dean of the College of Fine Arts and
presidential professor of music. She oversees seven
departments and schools, eight curated gallery spaces,
including the Marjorie Barrick Museum of Art, six
theatre venues, and the UNLV Performing Arts Center.
Prior to joining UNLV in 2016, Uscher was president
of Cornish College of the Arts in Seattle for five years.
Before that, she was provost for seven years—and
for six months co-acting president—of the California
Institute of the Arts, where she also was on the music faculty. Uscher previously
spent 12 years at the University of New Mexico as professor of music, and, at
various times, associate provost, department chair and center director. She also
taught in the women studies program.

A concert violist, Uscher earned her bachelor’s degree in music at the Eastman
School of Music of the University of Rochester in Rochester, NY, her master’s
degree in music at the State University of New York at Stony Brook, and her
Ph.D. from New York University. She also holds a certificate of advanced study
and A.R.C.M. from the Royal College of Music in London and also studied at
The Juilliard School in New York City.

Uscher had an international career as a violist that spanned more than two
decades, including six years as co-principal violist of the Jerusalem Symphony
Orchestra and performances on six continents. She has recorded works of
Mendelssohn, Shostakovich and Hindemith for the Stereophile and Musical
Heritage Society labels. In addition to guest teaching and coaching in more
than 20 countries, Uscher has authored two books and more than a score
of articles, mainly for music publications. She is a past board member of the
Association of Independent Colleges of Art and Design, and past vice chair and
board member of the American Composers Forum.
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WHAT IS ROTARY?

Rotary is a global network
of 1.2 million neighbors,
friends, leaders, and
problem-solvers who see
a world where people
unite and take action to
create lasting change —
across the globe,
in our communities,
and in ourselves.

What We Have Accomplished.
DID YOU KNOW?

B April Service: (1) 9 Rotarians, 10 Wilderness
Club members & their advisor from Palo Verde
HS, participated in the last Highway Clean Up
for 2023-24 RY with 38 total volunteer hrs; (2)
4 Rotarians partidpated in the Touch A Truck
event, with 12 volunteer hrs; (3) 5 Rotarians
volunteered at the Smith Center at the Student
Matinee performance of Drum Tao with 5
volunteer hrs; (4) 10 Rotarians participated in
Breakfast With Books with 15 volunteer hrs; (5)
5 Rotarians participated with Clark HS in the
Mad City Money event with 10 volunteer hs; (6)
10 Rotarians attended RY Q4 Wetzel Awards
with 10 volunteer hrs; (7) 10 Rotarians
volunteered at Green Our Planet Student
Farmers Market for the d4th year with 25
volunteer hrs.

B April Community Grant: $5000 approved for
Nevada Blind Children’s Foundation; belated
March grant approved to ChefsdKids for $3,000.

B April Fundraiser/Social: 33 Rotarians attended
Wine To Water with 7 additional guests raising
approximately $4,000 for charitywater.org and
44 volunteer hours.

B April Nevada Wheelchair: the ‘A’ team delivered
21 adult wheelchairs for a total of 63 volunteer
hrs.

April Club Fundraiser: a total of $19,901.50
was raised for 2024-25 Foundation AFF.

The Las Vegas Rotary Club’s Mission:

Teaching Youth to Succeed through Literacy, Education & Life Skills Development
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Earn passive income of 15 percent or more by
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This is the time of year when students everywhere look forward to the
end of the school year and, for some, graduation. Even as Rotarians we
look forward to the end of the Rotary Year and, for some, graduation from
the 25 Club. Yet this year, graduation ceremonies are being cancelled or
otherwise rescheduled and | was reminded of the ‘interruption’ in the
schedule of our recent Global Grant Scholar, Chantay BenShimon, in early
October, having finished her studies in conflict resolution in Israel, and
working in Tel Aviv, ready to come home to the USA, only to find her safety
and return in jeopardy.

Chantay ultimately made her way back home safely in the Fall, moving
forward with determination and unwavering optimism. Her work in Tel
Aviv involved working with US and Israeli students toward a common
goal of understanding and conflict resolution. How ironic when we think
about the events that have unfolded in our schools of higher education in
the recent days.

Since her return home, Chantay continues her work remotely with the
same organization. It was our sincere hope that Chantay might be able
to visit at a lunch meeting, to share impactful and meaningful stories with
us. However, due to some health issues, she has been unable to do so.
Recently she posted the following on Facebook, which was shared with
me by PP Karen Whisenhunt, which | felt should be shared, equally ironic if
we think of the message of our speaker last week, Amy Mewborn:

“This past year has certainly been challenging, but through it all, I'm
fortunate to still be here, moving forward. Despite new ongoing health
challenges, my determination and optimism are unwavering, and I'm still
here. I've also experienced moments of uncertainty that test one’s spirit -
the traumatic and tragic reality of war, yet I'm still here. In a world where
indescribable suffering and divisive hatred are spreading like a wildfire, my
hope in humanity remains, and | am grateful to still be here to continue
doing my small part in building bridges that will hopefully one day lead
towards a more peaceful reality for all humans. My wish for myself in
the upcoming year is to stay unapologetically authentic to my values, no
matter what.”

Thank you Chantay ‘for being you and still being here. ;
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SCRIBE - May 9, 2024

President Toni Kern called the meeting to order at 12:15pm. PP Karen
Whisenhunt gave the invocation. Dr. Michael Williams, upon eliciting group
input, led us in singing “God Bless America.” President Toni led us in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

President Toni then recognized members who helped setup and conduct today’s
meeting, including LVRF Secretary, Pete Samuolis as Seargent-at-Arms.

We had no visiting Rotarians today. Guests of Rotarians included Tina Bishop who
introduced her sister Cindy, PP Karen Whisenhunt introduced the Executive Director
of First Friday Las Vegas, and PEE Janice Lenke introduced Cheryl Silvers, the owner
of Creative Design Studio.

At the Education Table, Kathy Mahon presented a gift to the Principal of Bracken
Elementary School, which was nationally recognized as a Top 5 Magnet School in the
country. Stu Lipoff introduced the Principal of Hollingsworth Elementary School,
who was accompanied by one of her new Assistant Principals and gave a special
thanks to Stu Lipoff and PE Kirk Alexander for their recent attendance at a
Hollingsworth Elementary School event. Barbara Castro introduced the Principal of
Walter Long Elementary School who recognized her accompanying teacher for Teacher
Appreciation Week. Melanie Muldowney introduced two Guests of the Club from
Coldwell Banker and Evergreen Home Loans, and Kimberly McMahon introduced
a Guest of the Club from Insperity. President Toni recognized at the Head Table, our
guest speaker Amy Mewborn, Wellness Advisor and Author, her husband, and fellow
Rotarians Mike Mewborn, and Director Carey Grohs.

In club announcements, Barbara Castro shared her "“superwoman experience” at
Super Build in Tecate, Mexico, where Rotarians, including our own Jimmelle Trijo,
built two houses in one day; Rosalee Hedrick reminded about the upcoming tour at
the new UNLV Advanced Engineering Building on June 7 at 2pm, with Happy Hour at
Firefly; Mike Cudiamat invited all to the Beach Cleanup at Lake Mead on June 8, for
picnic and water fun. President Toni talked about the District Assembly on Saturday,
May 18 in Pomona, CA; the Rotary Park multi-club cleanup on Juni 1; volunteers for
the Aviator Military Day on May 18 in honor of Military Appreciation Month with the
USO; and our Club Assembly June & which will include our Exchange Student Mateo.
Rosalee Hedrick gave a special thanks to the club for a successful Suit Drive in
partnership with our corporate member WestCare Nevada, followed by a few words
from Leo Magrdichian, Vice President. Debi Howard invited all to the 25 Club
graduation June 13 at Las Vegas Golf Club.

Dr. Jeff Geihs won his $100 bid for a handmade book pillow, a donated auction item,
with proceeds benefiting the Foundation Endowment Fund.

With 5 cards left in the raffle, Shawn Sennett had a chance to pull for the Joker
and... the Joker still lives! PP Brock Fraser won the Lawry's Bucks.

Mike Mewborn introduced today's guest speaker Amy Mewborn to present her Ted
Talk. President Toni presented Amy with our LV Rotary Legacy Book and Salute to
Service award and adjourned the meeting at 1:28pm.
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Las Vegas Community!
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University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Howard R. Hughes College of Engineering

Advanced Engineering

Building Tour

June 7, 2024

Tour will begin at 2

To RSVP for this event, email Shawn Noorda. Please note, a
$25 donation to the Las Vegas Rotary Foundation will be

required for participation.
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