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Monday  Southwest  Lawry’s Prime Rib   12:15 p.m.
Tuesday  Las Vegas Summerlin TPC Club House   7:15 a.m.
Tuesday                     Downtown  Hugo’s (Four Queens Hotel)  12:15 p.m.
Tuesday                     Henderson  HBRC/Wells Fargo building (122 S. Water St.)      Noon
Tuesday              Mesquite  Oasis Club House   Noon
Tuesday                    Las Vegas West Canyon Gate Country Club  12:15 p.m.
Tuesday               Red Rock Rotary No Regrets Bar (8349 W Sunset Rd #150) 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday  Pahrump Valley Mountain Falls Grill Room                  6:00 p.m.
Wednesday              Boulder City  Boulder Creek Golf Course                  Noon
Wednesday              Moapa   Old Overton Gym   6:30 a.m.
Wednesday              Las Vegas Central  Las Vegas Country Club   12:15 p.m.
Wednesday               LV Spring Mountains Siena Bistro, Siena Golf Club  5:30p.m.
                          Town Center Drive south of Flamingo
Thursday                   Boulder City Sunrise   Boulder Creek Golf Course                                   7:00 a.m.
Thursday                   Green Valley Wildhorse Golf Club                                        7:00 a.m.
Thursday                  Las Vegas Rotary Lawry’s Prime Rib                                        Noon
Thursday                  Mesquite Sunrise  Oasis Golf Course (Red Room)  7:30 a.m.
Friday                        North Las Vegas   Los Prados Country Club   7:15 a.m.
                          Off Lone Mtn. betw. Decatur & Jones
Friday  Las Vegas “Won” Fogo de Chao   5:00 p.m. 
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The Las Vegas Rotary Club’s Mission:

Barbara Atkinson
Overview of the UNLV School of Medicine

WHAT IS ROTARY?
Rotary is a global network of 
1.2 million neighbors, friends, 
leaders, and problem-solvers 
who see a world where people 
unite and take action to cre-

ate lasting change – across the 
globe, in our communities, and 

in ourselves.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
OF THE THINGS 

WE THINK, SAY OR DO

1.  Is it the TRUTH?
2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3.  Will it build GOODWILL and     

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all

     concerned?
Dr. Barbara Atkinson is an accomplished researcher, 
educator and administrator in the fields of medicine and 
medical education. She has spent her entire career in 
medical school leadership, creating innovative learning 
environments for future physicians.

As UNLV School of Medicine Founding Dean, Dr. 
Atkinson has overseen all aspects of the formation and 
launch of the new medical school, inclusive of leading 
the school’s charter accreditation, faculty recruitment, 
planning and implementing the school’s educational 
blueprint, managing overall school operations, 
philanthropy and community outreach.

Atkinson also worked to develop concurrent frameworks 
for the school’s faculty practice plan, graduate medical 
education program, hospital affiliation agreements 
and community clinical teaching sites. The School of 
Medicine and the 21 clinics that make up the practice 
plan currently employ more than a thousand people.

Dr. Atkinson was appointed planning dean for the UNLV School of Medicine in May 2014. Since that 
time she has created an innovative vision and education program for the school, garnered strong regional 
and legislative support, hired a core team of academic faculty and staff, and assembled a Community 
Advisory Board to align regional needs with the school’s mission. In 2015, the university raised $13.5 
million in less than 60 days to fund 135 scholarships for future medical school students - including the 
entire charter class expected to begin classes in 2017.

Before coming to UNLV, Dr. Atkinson was emeritus vice chancellor and professor with the University of 
Kansas School of Medicine. As dean of the school and then executive vice chancellor of the Kansas City 
medical center campus, Dr. Atkinson refocused the school to better serve regional needs. This included 
opening a new campus in Salina, Kan. to address the state’s physician shortage and expanding the 
school’s Wichita campus from a two-year to a full four-year program. In 2012 the University of Kansas 
became just the 67th school nationwide to earn National Cancer Institute designation, which involved 
raising $500 million over 10 years.

She was elected to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences in 1997 now known 
as the National Academy of Medicine, and in 2010 was appointed by President Barack Obama to the 
Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues. In 2011, the University of Kansas Medical 
Center established the Barbara F. Atkinson Professorship in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine.

Dr. Atkinson has held faculty appointments with the University of Kansas School of Medicine and 
Medical Center, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Medical College of Pennsylvania (now 
Drexel University College of Medicine), MCP Hahnemann University, and Allegheny University of the 
Health Sciences.
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The mission of Rotary International is to support its 
member clubs in fulfilling the Object of Rotary by:

     • Fostering unity among member clubs;
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     • Communicating worldwide the work of Rotary; 
     • Providing a system of international administration.

James Kohl
President 2018-2019

CLUB OFFICERS 2018-2019 
President           James Kohl
President-Elect 
                  Jacqueline Thornhill 
Immediate Past President
                           Michael Gordon
Secretary             Bill Houghton
Treasurer                Tom Brooker

ELECTED DIRECTORS
Kirk Alexander
Erik Astrimecki 
Jamie Goldsmith
Rosalee Hedrick
Kirk Holmes 
Bill Houghton 
Janet Linder
Anil Melnick 
Melanie Muldowny 
Jacqueline Thornhill

Past President Representative
Randy Donald 

2

Accolade Law

7CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL BROKER

Francesca ilbert

SELLING HOMES IN SOUTHERN NEVADA

Top 25 Women In 
Las Vegas Real Estate

SINCE 1988. EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

702. 373.7221www.TheGilbertTeam.com

7979 W. Warm Springs Rd.  •  Las Vegas, NV 89113

702-260-0770  •  fax 702-260-6983 

Palm Southwest Mortuary

 This past Monday we celebrated Presidents’ Day honoring 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln who are regarded as the two 
best presidents to ever serve the United States.  Although Presidents’ Day 
is a federally recognized holiday, its actual name is Washington’s Birth-
day.  The holiday used to be celebrated on February 22 which is recog-
nized as his birthday (more on that later).  The holiday was moved to the 
third Monday in each February in 1971 by the Uniform Monday Holiday 
Act.  The act moved federal holidays to Mondays to keep workflow from 
being interrupted by mid-week federal holidays.  Although Lincoln is 
recognized on Presidents’ Day, there is no official federal holiday honor-
ing President Lincoln.  
 In my opinion, George Washington’s greatest single act was to 
decline to run for a third term as President of the United States.  Wash-
ington was extremely popular and could have been president for life if he 
chose to.  Instead, Washington initiated the peaceful transfer of executive 
power to John Adams who was thereafter succeeded by Thomas Jefferson 
and so on.  At a time when such transfers were unheard of, George Wash-
ington’s actions demonstrated that democracy works.  Washington’s proof 
that democracy works is America’s greatest gift to the world. 
 There are some interesting things about him that you prob-
ably do not know.  Believe it or not, George Washington did not have a 
middle name.  To be fair, when you are George Washington do you need 
a middle name?  Another interesting fact, George Washington’s actual 
birthday was February 11.  When the colonies switched from the Julian 
Calendar to the Gregorian Calendar his birthday was moved by 11days.  
According to the Christian Science Monitor, in 1789 his salary was 2% 
of the total U.S. budget.  In 1792 he was named as an honorary citizen of 
France.  And finally, in recognition of his service to our country, he was 
posthumously promoted to General of the Armies of the United States.  
That is the highest rank ever given to a military commander in the United 
States.  No military officer will ever outrank George Washington.  

James A. Kohl

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT BREAKFAST WITH BOOKS 

VALENTINES DAY COUPLES 
AND A FEW FRIENDS 
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Tom  J. Krob                   2000-01
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2018- 2019
RI President Barry Rassin 

District 5300 Governor
John Chase  

FEBRUARY 14, 2019
SCRIBE

President Jim Kohl called the meeting to order.  William Stieren gave the invocation.  
Francesca Gilbert led the club in the Elvis song “I Can’t Help Falling in Love” which 
we danced to (some of us) to celebrate Valentine’s Day, she then led us in “Happy 
Birthday” to our First Lady, Judith Kohl, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 
Sergeant at Arms was Joakim Nyoni:

• President Jim encouraged members to share the live stream of our meeting on social 
media to share our message and our Club with others; 

• There were (0) International Rotarians, (1) visiting Rotarians and (22) Guests of 
Rotarians introduced; 

• President Jim presented the heart of our club Shawn Noorda with a bouquet of 
flowers as a very small token of our appreciation; 

• President Jim announcements: Deb Granda is hosting a reception for PP Mary 
Ann Avnet and her husband Steve Avnet at 6 pm on 2/21; the District Gala is on 3/16 
at the World Market Center; the District Conference is on 5/3-5/4 in Anaheim; 

• Jerry Engel played a love ballad melody on the harmonica while the 25 Club passed 
out roses to all the sweethearts in the room; PP Jim Tucker presented the Super Bowl 
“Fill the Board” winners with their W-9s and checks, $500 each to President Jim, 
Chris Rodenfels, and Gwen Hall, and the grand prize $1,000 to Sally Donald; Kathy 
Mahon announced the Stop the Bleed class 1 pm – 2 pm 3/23 at the University Medical 
Center, free to members and spouses; Rosalee Hedrick inducted our new members 
Kathy Mahon and Niki Bates; PP Katherine Dalvey and PP Russell Swain discussed 
the international Mayors Cup being held in Vegas 2/14-2/19; PP Jim Hunt covered the 
3/15 Wine Tasting and Cigar Fellowship St. Patty’s Day celebration in collaboration 
with the Family of Rotary; Joakim Nyoni discussed the 25 Club Happy Hour with the 
Las Vegas Aviators at their new ballpark on 2/27; PP David Thorson talked about the 
next Wetzel Awards on 3/28; PE Jackie Thornhill discussed the match of up to 50% 
for the Paul Harris fellowship; Marie Walsh talked about our successful 2/12 BWB at 
Beckley ES attended by 15 Rotarians supporting 120 children, 60 adults, totaling 180 
people, with 42 reading logs submitted accounting for 420 books read by the children 
in one month, she mentioned the upcoming Reading Week 2/25 – 2/28 that anyone can 
sign up for; Janice Lencke highlighted our 4/27 Cuisine & Octane fundraiser and the 
raffle for tickets purchased by 3/31; President Jim called on Toni Kern to describe 
how her and Douglas Grant were recognized by Vegas PBS for their volunteer work, 
and they then committed to a $100 donation to LVRC; 

• The weekly drawing began at $5,596 plus this week’s donations.  The Ticket Winner 
was Daniel Hull, who received a prize of $10, and the Lawry’s Bucks Winner was 
Tina Bishop;

• Tina Bishop introduced our program speaker Kevin Janison, children’s author and 
award-winning meteorologist; 

• President Jim presented our speaker with a “Share What You Can” award to benefit 
a veteran in need and adjourned the meeting. 

* Deceased

GOD BLESS 
AMERICA
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CALENDAR

Rotary Event Virtual Clipboard

Use your smartphone’s QR APP to signup
Right Now or Latter- Anytime

uUse your phone’s QR code App
uDon’t have an APP?  Free Android download at
uhttp://fifthwheel.lvrotary.us/qr4android.apk

Signups also on your home computer at
http://fifthwheel.lvrotary.us

Rimini Street 
now on Nasdaq NASDAQ: RMNI

2/27 25 Club Happy Hour with the 
 Las Vegas Aviators
2/28  4-Way Test Speech Contest
Feb/Mar  Ski Trip to Lee Canyon TBD
3/7 John Entsminger - Las Vegas
 Water Department
3/9 Highway Cleanup - 8:00 am
3/12  Breakfast With Books
3/14   Dan Stover Music Contest
3/15 St. Patty’s Day Family of Rotary, 
 Cigar and Wine tasting social -
 6:00 pm
3/16 District 5300 Foundation Gala
3/21 Robin Smith - Super Build
3/28 Susan Johnson - RI Foundation
4/9 Breakfast With Books
4/11  Valedictorian luncheon
4/18  Wine & painting - Pinot Pallete
4/27   Cuisine & Octane - Celebrity Cars
5/3 District Assembly & Conference
5/24  Razor Rides in the desert (weekend event)
6/5 Highway Cleanup - 8:00 am

Saturday, 
April 27th, 2019

6pm - 10pm

Cost: $60.00 per person

Hosted At
OCTANE
Cuisine

AND

WORLD CLASS
Speed

And Style
Reception

Contact Janice Lencke with questions: jlencke@cligroups.com  • 702-994-1950

The Anderson-Miller-Pinkelman Group
Morgan Stanley | Wealth Management

Presenting Sponsor:



3320 N Buffalo Dr, Ste 203
Las Vegas, NV 89129

Office: 702-341-0741 ext 102
Mobile: 702-994-8492

dgranda@businessminderslv.com
www.businessminderslv.com

Deb Granda

702 | 799 |  1042   MAIN

702 | 799 |  5247   FAX

michael@ccpef.org

Dr. Michael Gordon
VICE PRESIDENT OF DEVELOPMENT,

PUBLIC RELATIONS & COMMUNICATIONS
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4955 S. Durango Dr., Suite 207
LV, NV. 89113
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President - Luci Parodi
VP - Kim Nyoni  •  Secretary - Jimmelle Siarot 
The 25 Club meetings are held on the 1st Thursday 

each month at 11:15 A.M. at  Lawry’s The Prime Rib

The Officers for the 25 Club

4

RAFFLE AMOUNT
$ 5,913.00

Bill Stieren presented the invocation.

At President Jim’s head table were his wife 
Judith, our speaker Kevin Janison and John 

Ingeme.

President Jim presented our Wonderful 
Secretary (and Heart of the Club) Shawn 

Noorda with a bouquet of Flowers.

Tina Bishop won the Lawry Bucks. President Jim presented our speaker 
Kevin Janison with our “Share What You 

Can Award”.

Toni Kern was 
recognized as a 

volunteer at the PBS 
fundraiser.

Visitor Daniel Hull missed 
the chance at the Joker and 

received $10.

Rosalee introduced our newest members, 
Dr. Kathy Mahon and Dr. Nikki Bates.

Francesca prompted us to sing along with 
Elvis “I Can’t Help Falling in Love” for the 

Valentines song.

Jerry Engel played a love ballad 
on his harmonica while Members’ 

wives were receiving Roses.

Our Sargent At Arms pointed out 
our German football player hosts PP 
Kathy Dalvey and PP Russ Swain.

Jim Tucker handed out Superbowl board 
checks to Chris Rodenfels, Jim Kohl, 

MIA(Gwen Hall) and our grand winner Sally 
Donald.

Marie Walsh rewarded 
us with a Breakfast with 
Books turnout total of 180 
people.  Thank You Marie.

Megan Comfort 
SVP/SBA & Small Business Manager
702.855.4670

Rosalee Hedrick  
VP/Business Relationship Manager
702.706.9050 A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC

PEOPLE 
OF ACTION

THE LAS VEGAS
ROTARY CLUB



Accolade Law

www.degrootefinancial.com

CHRIS BENNETT
Senior Vice President 
of Client Development

805.230.0111 main
404.502.1531 cell
805.230.0061 fax
chris@degrootefinancial.com

LAWRENCE D. ROUSE
ATTORNEY- LL.M. IN TAXATION

Trusted Legal Advisor to Families and Small Businesses
ESTATE PLANNING-PROBATE-ASSET PROTECTION

ELDER LAW-SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS-TAX CONTROVERSIES

(702) 387-1800
larry@rouselawfirm.com

ROTARY’S MISSION
The mission of Rotary International is to support its 
member clubs in fulfilling the Object of Rotary by:

     • Fostering unity among member clubs;
     • Strengthening and expanding Rotary around the world;
     • Communicating worldwide the work of Rotary; 
     • Providing a system of international administration.

James Kohl
President 2018-2019

CLUB OFFICERS 2018-2019 
President           James Kohl
President-Elect 
                  Jacqueline Thornhill 
Immediate Past President
                           Michael Gordon
Secretary             Bill Houghton
Treasurer                Tom Brooker

ELECTED DIRECTORS
Kirk Alexander
Erik Astrimecki 
Jamie Goldsmith
Rosalee Hedrick
Kirk Holmes 
Bill Houghton 
Janet Linder
Anil Melnick 
Melanie Muldowny 
Jacqueline Thornhill

Past President Representative
Randy Donald 

2

Accolade Law

7CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL BROKER

Francesca ilbert

SELLING HOMES IN SOUTHERN NEVADA

Top 25 Women In 
Las Vegas Real Estate

SINCE 1988. EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

702. 373.7221www.TheGilbertTeam.com

7979 W. Warm Springs Rd.  •  Las Vegas, NV 89113

702-260-0770  •  fax 702-260-6983 

Palm Southwest Mortuary

 This past Monday we celebrated Presidents’ Day honoring 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln who are regarded as the two 
best presidents to ever serve the United States.  Although Presidents’ Day 
is a federally recognized holiday, its actual name is Washington’s Birth-
day.  The holiday used to be celebrated on February 22 which is recog-
nized as his birthday (more on that later).  The holiday was moved to the 
third Monday in each February in 1971 by the Uniform Monday Holiday 
Act.  The act moved federal holidays to Mondays to keep workflow from 
being interrupted by mid-week federal holidays.  Although Lincoln is 
recognized on Presidents’ Day, there is no official federal holiday honor-
ing President Lincoln.  
 In my opinion, George Washington’s greatest single act was to 
decline to run for a third term as President of the United States.  Wash-
ington was extremely popular and could have been president for life if he 
chose to.  Instead, Washington initiated the peaceful transfer of executive 
power to John Adams who was thereafter succeeded by Thomas Jefferson 
and so on.  At a time when such transfers were unheard of, George Wash-
ington’s actions demonstrated that democracy works.  Washington’s proof 
that democracy works is America’s greatest gift to the world. 
 There are some interesting things about him that you prob-
ably do not know.  Believe it or not, George Washington did not have a 
middle name.  To be fair, when you are George Washington do you need 
a middle name?  Another interesting fact, George Washington’s actual 
birthday was February 11.  When the colonies switched from the Julian 
Calendar to the Gregorian Calendar his birthday was moved by 11days.  
According to the Christian Science Monitor, in 1789 his salary was 2% 
of the total U.S. budget.  In 1792 he was named as an honorary citizen of 
France.  And finally, in recognition of his service to our country, he was 
posthumously promoted to General of the Armies of the United States.  
That is the highest rank ever given to a military commander in the United 
States.  No military officer will ever outrank George Washington.  

James A. Kohl
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• President Jim announcements: Deb Granda is hosting a reception for PP Mary 
Ann Avnet and her husband Steve Avnet at 6 pm on 2/21; the District Gala is on 3/16 
at the World Market Center; the District Conference is on 5/3-5/4 in Anaheim; 

• Jerry Engel played a love ballad melody on the harmonica while the 25 Club passed 
out roses to all the sweethearts in the room; PP Jim Tucker presented the Super Bowl 
“Fill the Board” winners with their W-9s and checks, $500 each to President Jim, 
Chris Rodenfels, and Gwen Hall, and the grand prize $1,000 to Sally Donald; Kathy 
Mahon announced the Stop the Bleed class 1 pm – 2 pm 3/23 at the University Medical 
Center, free to members and spouses; Rosalee Hedrick inducted our new members 
Kathy Mahon and Niki Bates; PP Katherine Dalvey and PP Russell Swain discussed 
the international Mayors Cup being held in Vegas 2/14-2/19; PP Jim Hunt covered the 
3/15 Wine Tasting and Cigar Fellowship St. Patty’s Day celebration in collaboration 
with the Family of Rotary; Joakim Nyoni discussed the 25 Club Happy Hour with the 
Las Vegas Aviators at their new ballpark on 2/27; PP David Thorson talked about the 
next Wetzel Awards on 3/28; PE Jackie Thornhill discussed the match of up to 50% 
for the Paul Harris fellowship; Marie Walsh talked about our successful 2/12 BWB at 
Beckley ES attended by 15 Rotarians supporting 120 children, 60 adults, totaling 180 
people, with 42 reading logs submitted accounting for 420 books read by the children 
in one month, she mentioned the upcoming Reading Week 2/25 – 2/28 that anyone can 
sign up for; Janice Lencke highlighted our 4/27 Cuisine & Octane fundraiser and the 
raffle for tickets purchased by 3/31; President Jim called on Toni Kern to describe 
how her and Douglas Grant were recognized by Vegas PBS for their volunteer work, 
and they then committed to a $100 donation to LVRC; 

• The weekly drawing began at $5,596 plus this week’s donations.  The Ticket Winner 
was Daniel Hull, who received a prize of $10, and the Lawry’s Bucks Winner was 
Tina Bishop;

• Tina Bishop introduced our program speaker Kevin Janison, children’s author and 
award-winning meteorologist; 

• President Jim presented our speaker with a “Share What You Can” award to benefit 
a veteran in need and adjourned the meeting. 

* Deceased
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Rotary Event Virtual Clipboard

Use your smartphone’s QR APP to signup
Right Now or Latter- Anytime

uUse your phone’s QR code App
uDon’t have an APP?  Free Android download at
uhttp://fifthwheel.lvrotary.us/qr4android.apk

Signups also on your home computer at
http://fifthwheel.lvrotary.us

Rimini Street 
now on Nasdaq NASDAQ: RMNI

2/27 25 Club Happy Hour with the 
 Las Vegas Aviators
2/28  4-Way Test Speech Contest
Feb/Mar  Ski Trip to Lee Canyon TBD
3/7 John Entsminger - Las Vegas
 Water Department
3/9 Highway Cleanup - 8:00 am
3/12  Breakfast With Books
3/14   Dan Stover Music Contest
3/15 St. Patty’s Day Family of Rotary, 
 Cigar and Wine tasting social -
 6:00 pm
3/16 District 5300 Foundation Gala
3/21 Robin Smith - Super Build
3/28 Susan Johnson - RI Foundation
4/9 Breakfast With Books
4/11  Valedictorian luncheon
4/18  Wine & painting - Pinot Pallete
4/27   Cuisine & Octane - Celebrity Cars
5/3 District Assembly & Conference
5/24  Razor Rides in the desert (weekend event)
6/5 Highway Cleanup - 8:00 am

Saturday, 
April 27th, 2019

6pm - 10pm

Cost: $60.00 per person

Hosted At
OCTANE
Cuisine

AND

WORLD CLASS
Speed

And Style
Reception

Contact Janice Lencke with questions: jlencke@cligroups.com  • 702-994-1950

The Anderson-Miller-Pinkelman Group
Morgan Stanley | Wealth Management

Presenting Sponsor:
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Monday  Southwest  Lawry’s Prime Rib   12:15 p.m.
Tuesday  Las Vegas Summerlin TPC Club House   7:15 a.m.
Tuesday                     Downtown  Hugo’s (Four Queens Hotel)  12:15 p.m.
Tuesday                     Henderson  HBRC/Wells Fargo building (122 S. Water St.)      Noon
Tuesday              Mesquite  Oasis Club House   Noon
Tuesday                    Las Vegas West Canyon Gate Country Club  12:15 p.m.
Tuesday               Red Rock Rotary No Regrets Bar (8349 W Sunset Rd #150) 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday  Pahrump Valley Mountain Falls Grill Room                  6:00 p.m.
Wednesday              Boulder City  Boulder Creek Golf Course                  Noon
Wednesday              Moapa   Old Overton Gym   6:30 a.m.
Wednesday              Las Vegas Central  Las Vegas Country Club   12:15 p.m.
Wednesday               LV Spring Mountains Siena Bistro, Siena Golf Club  5:30p.m.
                          Town Center Drive south of Flamingo
Thursday                   Boulder City Sunrise   Boulder Creek Golf Course                                   7:00 a.m.
Thursday                   Green Valley Wildhorse Golf Club                                        7:00 a.m.
Thursday                  Las Vegas Rotary Lawry’s Prime Rib                                        Noon
Thursday                  Mesquite Sunrise  Oasis Golf Course (Red Room)  7:30 a.m.
Friday                        North Las Vegas   Los Prados Country Club   7:15 a.m.
                          Off Lone Mtn. betw. Decatur & Jones
Friday  Las Vegas “Won” Fogo de Chao   5:00 p.m. 
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The Las Vegas Rotary Club’s Mission:

Barbara Atkinson
Overview of the UNLV School of Medicine

WHAT IS ROTARY?
Rotary is a global network of 
1.2 million neighbors, friends, 
leaders, and problem-solvers 
who see a world where people 
unite and take action to cre-

ate lasting change – across the 
globe, in our communities, and 

in ourselves.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
OF THE THINGS 

WE THINK, SAY OR DO

1.  Is it the TRUTH?
2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3.  Will it build GOODWILL and     

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all

     concerned?
Dr. Barbara Atkinson is an accomplished researcher, 
educator and administrator in the fields of medicine and 
medical education. She has spent her entire career in 
medical school leadership, creating innovative learning 
environments for future physicians.

As UNLV School of Medicine Founding Dean, Dr. 
Atkinson has overseen all aspects of the formation and 
launch of the new medical school, inclusive of leading 
the school’s charter accreditation, faculty recruitment, 
planning and implementing the school’s educational 
blueprint, managing overall school operations, 
philanthropy and community outreach.

Atkinson also worked to develop concurrent frameworks 
for the school’s faculty practice plan, graduate medical 
education program, hospital affiliation agreements 
and community clinical teaching sites. The School of 
Medicine and the 21 clinics that make up the practice 
plan currently employ more than a thousand people.

Dr. Atkinson was appointed planning dean for the UNLV School of Medicine in May 2014. Since that 
time she has created an innovative vision and education program for the school, garnered strong regional 
and legislative support, hired a core team of academic faculty and staff, and assembled a Community 
Advisory Board to align regional needs with the school’s mission. In 2015, the university raised $13.5 
million in less than 60 days to fund 135 scholarships for future medical school students - including the 
entire charter class expected to begin classes in 2017.

Before coming to UNLV, Dr. Atkinson was emeritus vice chancellor and professor with the University of 
Kansas School of Medicine. As dean of the school and then executive vice chancellor of the Kansas City 
medical center campus, Dr. Atkinson refocused the school to better serve regional needs. This included 
opening a new campus in Salina, Kan. to address the state’s physician shortage and expanding the 
school’s Wichita campus from a two-year to a full four-year program. In 2012 the University of Kansas 
became just the 67th school nationwide to earn National Cancer Institute designation, which involved 
raising $500 million over 10 years.

She was elected to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences in 1997 now known 
as the National Academy of Medicine, and in 2010 was appointed by President Barack Obama to the 
Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues. In 2011, the University of Kansas Medical 
Center established the Barbara F. Atkinson Professorship in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine.

Dr. Atkinson has held faculty appointments with the University of Kansas School of Medicine and 
Medical Center, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Medical College of Pennsylvania (now 
Drexel University College of Medicine), MCP Hahnemann University, and Allegheny University of the 
Health Sciences.

Teaching Youth to Succeed 
through Literacy, Education & Life Skills Development


