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MAYOR CAROLYN GOODMAN
Winning 60 percent of the vote, Carolyn G. Goodman became the 
mayor of the city of Las Vegas on July 6, 2011. Her husband of 54 years 
and 12-year, term-limited mayor, Oscar B. Goodman, administered 
the oath of office. It is the only known instance of a spouse succeeding 
a spouse as mayor in the United States. In 2015, Mayor Goodman was 
handily re-elected to another four-year term. 

 She has been a galvanizing force for bringing together the nonprofit 
social service agencies in southern Nevada to create a collaborative 
and establish a valid database of 501[c][3]s for donor evaluation. She 
currently serves on the board of this nonprofit. Carolyn has been an 

advocate of Las Vegas’ $44.9 billion tourism industry and is a board member on the Las Vegas 
Convention and Visitors Authority. She also serves on the Las Vegas Global Economic Alli-
ance (LVGEA), Las Vegas Events, the Southern Nevada Tourism Infrastructure Committee, the 
Regional Transportation Commission and the Clark County Regional Flood Control District. 
She is chair of the Las Vegas Redevelopment Agency and serves on the UNLV Medicine Com-
munity Advisory Board; the Governor’s Technical Advisory Committee for Clark County School 
District Reorganization; the Governor’s Commission on Tourism; and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Local Government Advisory Committee. She is a founding member of 
the UNLV School of Medicine Community Engagement Board.

 Carolyn is well known in the Las Vegas community for founding The Meadows School in 1984, 
Nevada’s first nonprofit, college preparatory school for pre-kindergarten through 12th grades. 
Carolyn planned and oversaw the entire day-to-day operations for 26 years orchestrating and 
creating the curricular development; overseeing the budget; hiring administration, faculty and 
staff; and managing the entire physical plant and fundraising endeavors for the organization. 
During this time, Carolyn never had ownership of the school as it was incorporated as a 501[c]
[3] entity. Furthermore, during her 26 years in leadership, Carolyn never took a salary. She 
retired in June 2010.

 Carolyn and her husband moved to Las Vegas from Philadelphia in 1964 as relative newlyweds 
arriving in August with only $87 between them. Initially, Oscar (a member of the Pennsylvania 
Bar) worked for the District Attorney’s office while Carolyn began work in the hotel industry. 
Prior to that, she worked as a vocational counselor in West Las Vegas for the Department of 
Labor training and building employment opportunities for African Americans in a then-segre-
gated city. While her husband traveled the country (establishing what became an outstanding 
criminal law career winning high-profile cases), Carolyn raised their four infant children while 
simultaneously earning a master’s degree in counseling at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

 Carolyn has served the people of Las Vegas by volunteerism and therein in leadership in many 
community nonprofit boards, charities and service organizations. She has proven her deep 
commitment to the community and continues to be devoted to the highest quality of life for all 
southern Nevadans by her efforts and dedication. 

  Born and raised in New York City, Carolyn attended and graduated from Bryn Mawr Col-
lege where she served as Student Government President and earned a degree in Sociology and 
Anthropology.
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Thank you to all for making 2017-18 another successful year 
for the Las Vegas Rotary Club. Our weekly meetings serve as 
our “showcase” to the world and all members helped to put 
our club in the best possible light. However, there were some 
members who served week in and week out. For their unique 
and individual contributions, I’d like to sincerely thank: 

	 • Marie Walsh & John Ingeme who smoothly ran the 
	     weekly raffle sales
	 • Sidra Kain who served as the Speakers chair
	 • Toni Kern, Jaime Goldsmith and Janelle 
	     Lozano who served as the weekly Scribe
	 • Jeni Houghton, the editor of our weekly Wheel
	 • Becca Roberts for updating our website 
	    and podcast on a weekly basis
 
Michael Gordon
95th President 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

ROTARY EVENTS ARE LISTED IN RED /  GUEST SPEAKERS & PROGRAMS IN BLACK
CALENDAR

Rotary Event Virtual Clipboard

Use your smartphone’s QR APP to signup
Right Now or Latter- Anytime

uUse your phone’s QR code App
uDon’t have an APP?  Free Android download at
uhttp://fifthwheel.lvrotary.us/qr4android.apk

Signups also on your home computer at
http://fifthwheel.lvrotary.us

6/28 	 Debunking
7/5	 DARK (NO ROTARY)
7/12 	 Doug Geinzer, 
	 CEO, Las Vegas Heals
7/19 	 Sgt. Braden Schrag, 
	 Metro RECAP Program
7/21 	 Alpine Picnic
7/26 	 Brian Rosenberg – 
	 Socrates Learning Platform
9/13 	 Third Quarter Wetzel Awards
10/19	 UNLV Tailgate Party 5pm
11/21 	 Annual canned food drive 
	 meeting with Kiwanis

ROTARY HOLIDAY PARTY 2017

3320 N Buffalo Dr, Ste 203
Las Vegas, NV 89129

Office: 702-341-0741 ext 102
Mobile: 702-994-8492

dgranda@businessminderslv.com
www.businessminderslv.com

Deb Granda

4955 S. Durango Dr., Suite 207
LV, NV. 89113
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President - Kirk Holmes 
VP - Luci Parodi  •  Secretary - Kim Nyoni 

The 25 Club meetings are held on the 1st Thursday 
each month at 11:15 A.M. at  Lawry’s The Prime Rib

The Officers for the 25 Club

4

RAFFLE AMOUNT
$1,469.00

100% attendance.

PP Tom Krob, PP Jim Hunt & PP 
Randy Donald.

UNLV Pres and club member 
Pat Goodall (left) and Bert 

Purdue (right).

25Club Valentine’s Day social.

1940 Christmas party.

Santa Clothes 2017.

Halloween party 2017.

1941 meeting.

Christmas party 2017. 1947 breakfast.

Jim Cashman, Cy Wengert, Will Beckley 
& Will Ferron.

Roger & Shawn Noorda and 
Michael & Amanda Gordon.

Megan Comfort 
VP/SBA & Small Business Manager
702.855.4670

Rosalee Hedrick  
VP/Business Relationship Manager
702.706.9050 A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC

HIGHLIGHTSMEMBER
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JUNE 14, 2018
SCRIBE

• President Michael Gordon called the meeting to order. Kirk Alexander 
gave the invocation. Jaime Goldsmith led the club in singing The US Air Force 
Song, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Sergeant at Arms was Jaime 
Goldsmith.
• There were (0) International Rotarians, (1) visiting Rotarians and (8) Guests of 
Rotarians introduced. 

• PEE Jackie Thornhill introduced the Wetzel Award recipients: SSgt Aristides 
K. Salvatierra, SSgt Lee R. Devore, SSgt Michael D. Kephart, and A1C Sierra 
Anderson and Amn Desmond K Njafuh, noting this is the 15th year of the 
Wetzel Awards by our club

• Janet Linder and Rosalee Hedrick inducted another new member, Tom 
Wolfinger. Welome Tom!
• Kim Nyoni introduced Michelle Paul of the UNLV Mental Health Clinic, The 
Practice, who was presented, by President Michael, with a check of $4,000, 
reflecting the balance (excess) from the 1October monies collected/raised by 
our club.

• Announcements/Reminders: President Michael asked for a moment of silence 
on the passing of PP David Welles (LVRC President 1976-77) and read an in 
memoriam of him; PEE Jackie Thornhill reminded members the PHF matching 
points expire in 2 weeks; David Squier announced another successful highway 
clean up on 6/9 and the ‘extravaganza’ post clean up brunch at Jerry Sennes’ 
home; Luci Parodi reminded members the Alpine Picnic is scheduled for 7/21 at 
Bob Werner’s mountain cabin retreat and members are asked to volunteer for 
a picnic preparation ‘clean up’ on 7/14; PP Dave Thorson reminded members 
the debunking party is set for 6/28, ‘Safari casual’; President Michael reminded 
members prime rib will be on the menu for our 6/21 Club Assembly meeting.

• The weekly drawing began at $651 plus this week’s donations. The Ticket 
Winner was Mike Cudiamat who picked the four of spades and won $10 and the 
Lawry’s Bucks Winner was PP Sharon McNair.   
• Ted McAdam introduced our speaker program, Dan Russell, CEO of Russell 
Insurance.  Mr. Russell provided personal background and interesting detail, 
including photos, leading up to his ‘unexpected visit to India’.  Mr. Russell took 
the club through the chance meeting via email of a Pastor in India, into a visit 
to a little town in India, appearing at a Gospel Festival, to the many ways of 
changing the lives of (as Mr. Russell referred to them) the ‘slum children’ and 
‘slum Pastors’ providing bicycles to the Pastors and so many other ways of giving 
to the children, providing encouragement and support, consistent with his Boy 
Scout leadership days and the theme of our Rotary Club.

• President Michael presented our speaker with a “Share What You Can” award 
to benefit a veteran in need and then adjourned the meeting. 

* Deceased

GOD BLESS 
AMERICA

Rimini Street 
now on Nasdaq NASDAQ: RMNI

Shakespeare Festival Trip to Cedar City, UT (8/26-27)
Tailgate Party at UNLV football (9/30)

Halloween Party at Henderson Distillery (10/27)
Holiday Party at Treasure Island (12/7)

Volunteering at Magical Forest, Opportunity Village (12/14)
 Family of Rotary – Gordon & Lozano baby shower (1/7)

Quarterly Family of Rotary Luncheons
25Club Socials on 8/23; 1/16 & 2/14

Creech AFB Tour (5/29)
Three New Member Orientations (10/17; 2/6; 5/2)

4 Cigar Socials (9/8; 12/7; 1/7 & 3/16 – Raised $1,100 for the Foundation
Cars for a Cause Show (4/15) – Raised $10,752

Canned food drive – Raised $7,856.60 (Beat the Kiwanis clubs for the 10th straight year)
Two Wine-to-Water Events (10/14; 2/24) – Raised $1,314  for One Drop

Thomas Family Literacy Grant - $12,500 for Beckley E.S.
VR Kids - Raised $885 for terminally ill children
Lefler Literacy Grant - $1,000 for Bracken E.S.

Superbowl Board – Raised $2,500 for LVRF
Fantasy Football – Raised $1,500 for LVRF

Putting Tournament (5/6) – Raised $4,026 for youth exchange

SOCIAL EVENTS

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

2017-18 BOARD PHOTO

Not pictured: Kirk Holmes (Spring 25Club President), Janice 
Lencke, Dave Lester, Anil Melnick & PP Karen Whisenhunt



• District Awards

	 • Silver: International Service

	 • Gold: Vocational Service; Foundation; Youth Service; Public Image; Club Website; 

		  Membership; Club Service & Community Service

	 • Governor’s Bell winner

• 7 members attended District Conference at Queen Mary in Long Beach, CA

• Kirk Alexander named as our club’s Rotary Foundation Member of the Year

• PP Dave Thorson served as Group 14 Assistant District Governor

• Donated $2,500 towards Governor’s project of an ambulance in Amman, Jordan

• Planted 4 trees during Alpine Picnic at Thomas cabin (7/22)
• Vegas PBS pledge drive and $5,000 check donation to Described 
	 and Captioned Media Center (8/10)
• Honored service men and women at annual SOAR event (9/18)
• United Way Day of Caring (9/29) – 14 Rotarians volunteered at Bridger E.S.
• Donated 10 wheelchairs to Easter Seals
• Business networking event at PP Randy Donald’s home (3/29)
• 4 Wetzel award presentations – 9/7; 11/30; 3/8 & 6/7
•  4 highway cleanups – 10/14; 12/16; 3/24 & 6/9
• Sponsored 74 Nellis and Creech airmen to the Lights FC game (6/2) 

July 2017 – PP Tom Thomas
August 2017 – PP Tom Axtell & Anna Karabachev
September 2017 – Kirk Holmes
October 2017 – Dave Lester, PP Tom Krob, PE Jim Kohl, PP Tom Thomas, 
		  Paul Maffey, Matt Nelson, Lamar Marchese, Kirk Holmes & Toni Kern
November 2017 – Erik Astramecki
December 2017 – PP Randy Campanale
January 2018 – PEE Jackie Thornhill
February 2018 – Kirk Alexander
March 2018 – Arleen Sirois
April 2018 – PE Jim Kohl, Ryan Hamilton, Kirk Holmes & Stu Lipoff
May 2018 – PP Jim Tucker, PP Karen Whisenhunt & Anil Melnick
June 2018 - Marie Walsh, John Ingeme, Sidra Kain, Toni Kern, 
		  Jaime Goldsmith & Janelle Lozano

• Superbuild – contributed $6,500 to build two houses (10/7 & 6/2)
• Sponsored Brooke D’Angelo – outbound student to Taiwan
• Sponsored Pilar Bianco – incoming exchange student from Argentina
• Sponsored Florence Maher as our Peace Scholar student
• Attended annual Peace Conference at Huntington Library (10/21)
• Organized female entrepreneurship seminar for 
	 Open World delegation from Russia (3/16)
• Hosted a Group Cultural Exchange team from India (4/13)
• Sponsored Florence Maher as our Peace Scholar student to Tokyo

DISTRICT 5300 RECOGNITION LOCAL SERVICE PROJECTS

MONTHLY 4-WAY TEST COIN WINNERS
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

95TH PARTY
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ROTARY’S MISSION
The mission of Rotary International is to support its 
member clubs in fulfilling the Object of Rotary by:

     • Fostering unity among member clubs;
     • Strengthening and expanding Rotary around the world;
     • Communicating worldwide the work of Rotary; 
     • Providing a system of international administration.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4/6 Erik Astramecki
4/9 Craig Miller
4/9 Marie Walsh
4/10 John Shea
4/18 David Lester
4/18 Annee Nounna

4/19 Kirk Holmes
4/22 Steven Kwon
4/22 David Thorson
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• Total TRF contributions this year: $32,472.25
• Total PolioPlus contributions this year: $6,615
• Total lifetime TRF contributions by our club: 
	 $1,597,553.66
• Total Major Donors in LVRC: 10
• Total Benefactors in LVRC: 5

• New Paul Harris Fellows (2017-18):

• Instituted LVRF Tiberti Fellowship
• Achieved $2million goal for LVRF 
• Exceeded since $1million in expenses for Santa Clothes
• Hosted journalist Kevin Cook who published a story about 
   our club in the May issue of the Rotarian magazine
• Paid for three funerals after the 1Oct shooting
	 • Excess funds were donated to UNLV The Practice for 
	    use in mental health education and training
• Celebrated our club’s 95th anniversary
	 •April 5, 2018 proclaimed as “Las Vegas Rotary Day” 
	    by Mayor Carolyn Goodman
• Awarded honorary membership to longtime member 
  Dr. Bill Stephan
• Started to Facebook livestream our weekly meetings
	 • First club in D5300 to do this, perhaps the world
• Started a podcast of our weekly speakers
• Revised our club bylaws
• Added 18 new members
• Added three babies (Squier, Gordon & Lozano) and two 
  grandbabies (Axtell & Avnet)
• Achieved RI presidential citation

• Reinstituted Tiberti scholarship
	 • Awarded $2,500 to 
	 Elizabeth Martinez on 4/24

• $5,000 to Public Education 
   Foundation leadership academy

• $3,446 sent to Rotary Club of 
   Houston for relief efforts after 
   Hurricane Harvey
 

• $1,000 – Coral Academy of 
		  Science Las Vegas
• $1,500 – Children’s Heart 
		  Foundation
• $2,500 – Bishop Gorman 
		  high school
• $4,000 – Toys 4 Smiles
• $4,500 – Easter Seals
• $5,000 – So. NV Junior Golf 
		  Association
• $5,000 – Candlelighters 
		  Childhood Cancer
• $5,000 – Chiari & Syringomvelia 
		  Foundation
• $5,000 – Miracle Flight
• $5,000 – Opera Las Vegas
• $5,000 – Project 150
• $5,000 – Spread the Word Nevada
• $5,000 – Sunrise Children’s 
		  Foundation
• $5,000 – USO Las Vegas
• $5,500 – Foundation for 
		  Independent Tomorrow

• Supported Beckley harvest 
	 festival (10/20)
• Sent 12 student to RYLA (3/16-18)
• Founded Interact club at Clark H.S.
• Sent 12 students to TLC (12/1-3)
• Hosted German soccer team for 
        Mayors Cup soccer tournament
• Sponsored 4 contestants in the 
    annual Four Way Speech Contest
• Sponsored 4 contestants in the 
      annual Dan Stover music contest
• Attended Hollingsworth E.S. 
	 ribbon cutting (4/20)
• 10 monthly Breakfast with Books 
   	 events at Beckley
	 • 9,201 books distributed to 
	    1,236 students 
• Honored 52 valedictorians at 
	 annual luncheon (4/19)
• Honored Michelle Quizon as the NV 	
	 Centennial Medallion 
	 recipient (5/3)

THE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION 

CONTRIBUTIONS

GRANTS 
DISTRIBUTED

SHARED 
GRANTS VIA 
HOWARD & 
HOWARD

YOUTH

OTHER UNIQUE 2017-18 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Mia Melnick
Howie Hopkinson
Rod Tucker
Toni Kern
Brittany Melnick
Alyssa Gilbert
Mike Mendoza
Scott Frost
Rob Pistone

Kim Nyoni
Stu Lipoff
Luci Parodi
Pili Bianco
Phillip Hollon
Autumn Spicer
Samuel Gordon
Steven Frost

• Paul Harris Fellow level increases (2017-18):
Janet Lee
Rosalee Hedrick
Walt Rulffes (x2)
Anil Melnick
Melanie Muldowney
Toni Kern
Kirk Holmes
Gwen Hall
TJ Thomas
Brynn Thomas
Lane Thomas
Torrie Thomas
Jillian Thomas
Francesca Gilbert

Ted McAdam
Jaime Goldsmith
Randy Frost
John Ingeme (x2)
Randy Donald
Steve Dixon
Bob Potter
Diane Carlson
Mike Sexton
Craig Miller
Gary Vause
Russ Swain
Sharon McNair
Janet Linder

ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR

$1,975,000

$1,950,000

$1,925,000

$1,900,000

$1,875,000

$1,850,000

$1,825,000

$1,800,000

$1,750,000

$2,000,000
GOAL

by 6/30/2018

ACHIE
VED
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President - Kirk Holmes 
VP - Luci Parodi  •  Secretary - Kim Nyoni 

The 25 Club meetings are held on the 1st Thursday 
each month at 11:15 A.M. at  Lawry’s The Prime Rib

The Officers for the 25 Club

4

RAFFLE AMOUNT
$ 792.00

Kirk Alexander gave 
our invocation.

Jaime Goldsmith and 
airman Njafuh sang the 

Air Force flight song.

Carey Grohs is joined by her 
friend Emelia from Finland.

Welcome to our newest member
Tom Wolfinger.

Sergeant at Arms Jaime Goldsmith 
introduced Jimmelle 

and her beautiful children.

PP Dave Thorson 
reminded us of the 

upcoming debunking 
party on July 28th.

PP Sharon McNair 
won the Lawry Bucks.

At our head table was our speaker 
Dan Russell, Ted McAdam 

and Aaron Overton.

PEE Jackie Thornhill introduced our second 
quarter Wetzel Award winners.

President Michael and Kim Nyoni 
presented Dr. Michelle Paul of the 
UNLV Mental Health Clinic with a 

check for $4,000.

PP Steve Linder presented Michael 
with a make up banner from France on 

during his 28 day cruise.

Our speaker Dan Russell was 
joined by his wife Jane and their 

friend Barbara Kalb.

Our speaker Dan 
Russell was presented 

with our Share What you 
Can Award.

Mike Cudiamat missed his 
chance at pulling a joker.

Sidra Kain was recognized 
(and fined!) for her great 

work in serving as this past 
year’s program coordinator.

Megan Comfort 
VP/SBA & Small Business Manager
702.855.4670

Rosalee Hedrick  
VP/Business Relationship Manager
702.706.9050 A division of ZB, N.A. Member FDIC

MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS


