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Dear Fellow Rotarians,

This is another historic day for Rotary. Our orgaion was honored today to
host philanthropist Bill Gates, Jr. at Rotary’seimational Assembly in San
Diego, California, USA.

Speaking to 2009-2010 district governors-elect, Bdtes, Jr. congratulated
Rotarians on the success of the partnership betRetry International and
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to raise furidispolio. To date,
Rotarians have already committed more than US$@®mtoward the
original US$100 million Gates challenge grant avedrih November 2007.

In recognizing Rotary’s impressive fundraising sgscand steadfast
commitment to polio eradication, Gates announcdedytdhat his foundation
has decided to increase its challenge grant by B%#llion — for a total of
US$355 million. By accepting the increase, Rotdsp accepts the challenge
to raise an additional US$100 million in matchingds by 30 June 2012 and
drives the combined Rotary and Gates Foundatiamgrahip’s commitment
to a total of US$555 million.

All of the resulting US$555 million will be spent support of immunization
activities carried out by the Global Polio Eradioatinitiative (GPEI) in polio-
affected countries. The initiative is spearheade&obtary, the World Health
Organization (WHO), the U.S. Centers for Diseasatfband Prevention,
and UNICEF.

In another welcomed development today, the Unitedytfom’s Department
for International Development (DFID) pledged £10illion (US$150 million)
and the German government is giving an additiod@0&million (US$130
million), both to the GPEI. Contributions from theK. and Germany are
separate and will not count toward Rotary’s matcthe Gates Foundation
challenge grant.

The infusion of funds is crucial if the world isfioally be rid of polio, a
crippling, sometimes fatal disease that posesititeebt risk to children.
Although the initiative has reduced the numberdafgcases by 99 percent
over the past two decades, the wild poliovirug géfsists in four countries --
Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan -- angamed cases from these
endemic countries threaten other developing nations

Your continued participation in this effort is cralcto making it a success.
The Rotary International Board of Directors and Tinestees of The Rotary



Foundation have unanimously agreed to accept blaenge grant to ensure
the success of the PolioPlus program. Rotary am¢stites Foundation intend
for their funding partnership to set an exampletii@rrest of the world. We
feel confident that this extraordinary partnershifh serve as a catalyst for
further donations from others to help us realizzedream of a polio-free
world.

When Rotary entered the fight against polio in 198& promised every child
a world free from the threat of polio. We are altrtbgre. This funding
agreement between Rotary and the Gates Foundateohuge step forward,
bringing us even closer to our goal. Successti®oly option. Together we
canEnd Polio Now. For more information, please vigitvw.rotary.org
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